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No person may practise the profession of patent agent unless his name is entered in
the Register of Patent Agents maintained by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

The Register shall be divided into separate tables according to the type of academic
qualification held by the applicant.

For the purposes of this Law, a patent agent means any person who represents another
before the official authorities of the Ministry of Coommerce and Industry in carrying out
any of the procedures provided for in Law No. 57 of 1939 concerning Trademarks and
Commercial Indications, as amended by Law No. 143 of 1949, and in Law No. 132 of 1949
concerning Patents of Invention, Industrial Drawings and Models, and the executive
regulations thereof.

Registration in the Register shall be subject to the following conditions. The applicant
must:

1. Be an Egyptian national and reside in the Kingdom of Egypt.
2. Have full civil capacity.

3. Be of good reputation and have no judicial judgments or disciplinary decisions
issued against him involving a breach of honour.

4, Hold a degree or diploma from one of the Egyptian universities, or an Egyptian or
foreign certificate which the Ministries of Public Instruction and Commerce and
Industry have agreed to recognise as equivalent to one of the aforementioned
qualifications.

Applications for registration, together with the supporting documents establishing
that the conditions set out in Article 2 have been satisfied, shall be submitted to a
committee composed of the Director General of the Commercial Registration
Authority as Chairperson, the relevant Deputy Head of the Authority, and a member of
the Legal Opinions and Legislation Department for the Ministry of Economy at the
State Council.

The application must contain the following particulars:

The applicant's name, surname, age, nationality, place of residence, academic
gualifications, the date on which such qualifications were obtained, and the table
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in which the applicant wishes to have his name entered according to his
academic qualification.

After verifying that the applicant satisfies the prescribed conditions, the committee
shall decide whether to enter his name in the Register and determine the table in
which his name is to be entered. If the application is rejected, the decision must state
the reasons for such rejection.

The committee must decide on each application within a maximum period of three
months from the date of its submission.

The applicant shall be notified of the committee’s decision immediately upon its
issuance by registered letter with acknowledgment of receipt.

As amended by Law No. 38 of 1961 concerning the Amendment of Certain Provisions of Law
No. 23 of 1951 on the Practice of the Profession of Patent Agents.

Text prior to amendment:

Applications for registration, together with the documents establishing that the conditions
set out in Article 2 have been satisfied, shall be submitted to a committee chaired by the
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and comprising the Controller

General of the Industrial Property Authority, or his deputy, and the most senior professor of
commercial law at the Egyptian universities.

The application shall contain the following particulars:

The applicant's name, surname, age, nationality, place of residence, academic qualifications,
the date on which such qualifications were obtained, and the table in which the applicant
wishes to have his name entered according to his academic qualification.

After verifying that the applicant satisfies the prescribed conditions, the committee shall
decide whether to enter his name in the Register and determine the table in which his name
is to be entered. If the application is rejected, the decision must state the reasons for such
rejection.

The committee must decide on each application within a maximum period of two months
from the date of its submission.

The applicant shall be notified of the committee’s decision immediately upon its issuance
by registered letter with acknowledgment of receipt.

An applicant may appeal a decision rejecting his application within thirty days
following the date on which he is notified of the said decision.

The appeal shall be submitted to a committee chaired by the Assistant Undersecretary
of the Ministry of Economy responsible for supervising the Commercial Registration
Authority, and comprising a member of the Legal Opinions and Legislation
Department for the Ministry of Economy at the State Council, and a patent agent
appointed by decision of the Minister of Economy for a term of two years, renewable
for one further term.
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As amended by Law No. 38 of 1961 concerning the Amendment of Certain Provisions of Law
No. 23 of 1951 on the Practice of the Profession of Patent Agents.

Text prior to amendment:

An applicant may appeal a decision rejecting his application within thirty days following the
date on which he is notified of the said decision.

The appeal shall be submitted to a committee constituted as follows:
— The Undersecretary of the Ministry of Commmerce and Industry — Chairperson.

— A State Council Counsellor from the Advisory Opinion Department responsible for the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

— The Controller General of the Industrial Property Authority, or his deputy.

— The President of the Egyptian Bar Association, or his deputy.

— The President of the professional association to which the applicant belongs.
—  The two most senior professors of commercial law at the Egyptian universities.

— Three patent agents appointed by decision of the Minister of Commerce and Industry
for a term of two years, renewable for one further term.

The persons listed above, other than the Chairperson, shall be members of the committee.

The committee’s deliberations shall not be valid unless attended by at least six members.
Decisions shall be adopted by a majority of the votes of the members present. In the event
of a tie, the side on which the Chairperson votes shall prevail.

The committee referred to in Article 4 must decide on every appeal submitted to it
within a maximum period of three months from the date of its submission, after
summoning the appellant to appear before it to be heard, by registered letter with
acknowledgment of receipt.

A decision of the committee rejecting the appeal shall be final.
As amended by Law No. 38 of 1961 concerning the Amendment of Certain Provisions of Law
No. 23 of 1951 on the Practice of the Profession of Patent Agents.

Text prior to amendment:

The committee referred to in Article 4 must decide on every appeal submitted to it within a
maximum period of two months from the date of its submission, after summmoning the
appellant to appear before it to be heard, by registered letter with acknowledgment of
receipt.

A decision of the committee rejecting the appeal shall be final.

The registration fee shall be five Egyptian pounds, and a certificate of registration shall
be issued to the applicant free of charge.

Copies or extracts from the Register may be issued to any person requesting them
upon payment of a fee of one Egyptian pound.
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A person shall be removed from the Register if he ceases to satisfy either of the
conditions set out initems (1) and (2) of Article 2. A person’s name shall also be removed
if he requests its removal or upon his death.

Removal shall be effected by a decision of the committee referred to in Article 3.

As amended by Law No. 38 of 1961 concerning the Amendment of Certain Provisions of Law
No. 23 of 1951 on the Practice of the Profession of Patent Agents.

Text prior to amendment:

A person shall be removed from the Register if he ceases to satisfy either of the conditions
set out in items (1) and (2) of Article 2. A person’s name shall also be removed if he requests
its removal or upon his death. Such removal shall be effected by a decision of the commmittee
referred to in Article 4.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry shall publish an annual list of the names of
persons practising the profession of patent agent whose names are entered in the
tables referred to in Article 1.

Owners of trademarks, patents of invention, and industrial drawings and models may
not appoint patent agents to represent them before the official authorities of the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry except from among the persons whose names are
entered in the Register.

Any person who was practising the profession of patent agent at the time this Law
came into force may, within six months, submit an application to the committee
referred to in Article 3 for the entry of his name in the Register.

If the applicant satisfies the conditions set out in Article 2, the committee shall issue a
decision ordering the entry of his name in the Register.

However, if the applicant does not satisfy the first and fourth conditions of that Article,
but was actually practising the profession at the time this Law was promulgated and
possesses sufficient experience and other qualifications to render him competent to
practise the profession, the committee may enter his name in the Register by a
decision of the Minister of Commerce and Industry, after obtaining the approval of the
committee referred to in Article 4.
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Every person whose name is entered in the Register must notify the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry of the address of his office upon commencing practice there
and of any change in that address.

Such notification shall be made by registered letter within one month of the
occurrence of the event giving rise to the obligation to notify.

Any patent agent who has been convicted of an offence affecting integrity and honour,
or who has committed an act prejudicial to the honour of the profession, shall be
subject to disciplinary proceedings before the commmittee referred to in Article 4.

The disciplinary penalties shall be as follows:

1. Warning.

2 Reprimand.

3. Suspension from practising the profession for a period not exceeding two years.
4

Removal of the name from the Register.

Disciplinary proceedings shall be referred to the committee referred to in Article 4
pursuant to a decision issued by the Minister of Coommerce and Industry.

The person charged shall be summmoned to appear before the committee by registered
letter with acknowledgment of receipt, served at least fifteen days before the date fixed
for the disciplinary hearing. The summons shall specify the date and place of the
committee’'s meeting and provide a summary of the charge against the person
concerned.

The person charged may appear in person or appoint any lawyer of his choice to
defend him.

The committee may order the person charged to appear in person. It may investigate
the charges itself or delegate one of its members to conduct the investigation.

The committee, any member delegated by it, or the person charged may summon
witnesses through a process server.

Any witness who commits perjury shall be subject to the penalties prescribed under
Articles 167 and 169 of the Code of Criminal Instruction and Article 296 of the Penal
Code, and the matter shall be referred to the Public Prosecution to take the
appropriate action.
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Disciplinary hearings shall be held in camera. The committee referred to in Article 4
shall pronounce its decision in public after hearing the defence of the person charged
or his legal representative.

The decision must state the reasons on which it is based, and those reasons must be
prepared before the decision is pronounced. The commmittee’s decision shall be final.

The person charged shall be notified of the date of the hearing scheduled to consider
an objection to the decision by registered letter with acknowledgment of receipt, at
least ten days before the hearing. The committee's decision shall likewise be notified
to him by the same method within a period of at least ten days.

An objection may be lodged against a decision of the committee if it was issued in the
absence of the person charged, provided that the objection is submitted within ten
days from the date on which he is notified of the decision.

The objection shall be filed by means of a report deposited with the Office of the
Minister of Economy. The provisions and time limits set out in the second paragraph
shall apply to the notification of the person charged of the date of the hearing
scheduled to consider the objection and of the decision issued thereon.

A person whose name has been removed from the Register may request the
committee to reconsider his case after the expiry of three years from the date on which
the decision was issued.

As amended by Law No. 38 of 1961 concerning the Amendment of Certain Provisions of Law
No. 23 of 1951 on the Practice of the Profession of Patent Agents.

Text prior to amendment:

Disciplinary hearings shall be held in camera. The committee referred to in Article 4 shall
issue its decision publicly by a majority of three-quarters of the members present, after
hearing the defence of the person charged or his legal representative.

The committee’s deliberations shall not be valid unless attended by at least seven members,
including the State Council Counsellor.

The decision must state the reasons on which it is based, and the full reasons must be read
out before the decision is pronounced. The committee’s decision shall be final.

The person charged shall be notified of the committee’s decision by registered letter with
acknowledgment of receipt within ten days from the date of its issuance. Delivery of a copy
of the decision to the person convicted against a written acknowledgment of receipt shall
constitute valid notification.

An objection may be lodged against a decision of the committee if it was issued in the
absence of the person charged, within ten days from the date on which he is notified of the
decision or the date on which the decision is delivered to him.

The objection shall be filed by means of a report deposited with the Office of the Minister of
Commerce and Industry.
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The provisions and time limits set out in the preceding paragraph shall apply to the
notification of the person charged of the date of the hearing scheduled to consider the
objection and of the decision issued thereon.

A person whose name has been removed from the Register may request the committee to
reconsider his case after the expiry of three years from the date on which the decision was
issued.

Without prejudice to any more severe penalty prescribed by the Penal Code or any
other law, any person whose name is not entered in the Register who uses brochures,
signs, or any other means of advertising in such a manner as to lead the public to
believe that he is entitled to practise the profession of patent agent, as well as any
person who falsely assumes that capacity, shall be punishable by imprisonment for a
period not exceeding six months and a fine not exceeding two hundred Egyptian
pounds, or by either of these penalties.

In all cases, the judge shall order the removal of the boards and signs and the
publication of the judgment once or more than once in two newspapers designated
by the judge, at the expense of the convicted person.

Any person who violates the provisions of Article 11 shall be punishable by a fine of not
less than one hundred piastres and not more than five hundred piastres.

The technical officers of the Industrial Property Authority shall have the status of
judicial police officers for the purpose of recording offences commmitted in violation of
the provisions of this Law.

The Ministers of Commmerce and Industry, Justice, and Finance shall each, within their
respective areas of competence, implement this Law.

The Minister of Commerce and Industry shall issue the decisions necessary for its
implementation.

This Law shall enter into force on the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.

We hereby order that this Law be stamped with the State Seal, published in the Official
Gazette, and enforced as one of the laws of the State.
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