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Law No. 34 of 1976 Concerning the Commercial
Register

As amended through 30 September 2020

In the Name of the People
The President of the Republic

The People's Assembly has resolved the following Law, which we hereby promulgate:

PART I

Provisions Relating to the Commercial Register

Article (1)

One or more Commercial Registers shall be established in each governorate or city
designated by a decision of the Minister of Trade. Such registers shall record the names
of traders subject to the provisions of this Law.

Article (2)

The following persons and entities shall be required to register in the Commercial
Register:

1. Individuals wishing to engage in trade through a commmercial establishment.

2. Partnerships, joint-stock companies, partnerships limited by shares, and limited
liability companies, irrespective of their objects.

Public legal persons that directly conduct commercial activities.
4,  Cooperative associations that conduct commmercial activities.

Natural and legal persons engaged in any form of commercial agency business
on behalf of foreign establishments.

Separate registrations shall be required for the principal establishment, branch,
agency, or head office of a company, according to the location of each.

Article (3)

Any person to be registered in the Commercial Register must satisfy the following
conditions:

1. The applicant shall be an Egyptian national.

2. Individuals and companies established to conduct commercial activities shall
have obtained approval to engage in trade from the competent Chamber of
Commerce.

www.sagaanlawfirm.com 10
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3. Industrial establishments shall have obtained approval to conduct industrial
activities from the competent Industrial Chamber, regardless of their legal form,
whether an individual establishment, a company, or an industrial premises, and
regardless of their size, provided that they are established to conduct an
industrial activity.@®

By way of exception to the provisions of the preceding Article, and subject to Article
(23) and without prejudice to the provisions of the law regulating the conduct of
commercial agency business, foreigners shall be required to register in the
Commercial Register in the following cases:

1. Where approval has been obtained from the General Authority for Investment of
Arab and Foreign Capital and Free Zones, in the case of projects established in
accordance with the provisions of Law No. 43 of 1974 promulgating the
Investment of Arab and Foreign Capital and Free Zones System.

2. Where a foreigner is a partner in a partnership, provided that at least one of the
general partners is Egyptian, that the Egyptian general partner has the right of
management and signature, and that the shares held by the Egyptian partners
constitute at least 51% of the company’s capital.

3. Where a company, irrespective of its legal form, has its principal office or place of
management abroad and conducts commercial, financial, or industrial activities
in Egypt, or undertakes a contracting operation, subject to the approval of the
Investment Authority.

4, Foreigners engaged in export activities, to the extent of such activities, whether
acting as individuals or as partners in partnerships or companies with share
capital, irrespective of their respective interests in the capital.!’

Every person registered in the Commercial Register shall display their trade name on
the facade of their establishment and include it in all correspondence, printed
materials, and documents relating to their trade, accompanied by an indication of the
Commercial Register office with which they are registered and their registration
number.

Every person registered in the Commercial Register shall, in accordance with the
prescribed procedures, apply for the entry of any change or amendment to the
registration particulars in the Commercial Register within one month from the date of
the contract, judgment, or event giving rise to such change or amendment.
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The Commercial Register office shall also, on its own initiative, enter any particulars
relating to a trader or company that are recorded in the register provided for under
Law No. 11 of 1940 concerning the Sale and Pledge of Commercial Establishments.

The clerk’s office of the court issuing any of the judgments specified below against a
trader or a company referred to in items (1) and (2) of Article (2) shall send a copy of
each judgment to the competent Commercial Register office within one month from
the date of its issuance, so that the appropriate entry may be made in the register:

1. Judgments declaring bankruptcy or setting aside a declaration of bankruptcy,
and judgments determining or amending the date on which payments ceased.

2. Judgments closing bankruptcy proceedings and judgments reopening them.
Judgments granting rehabilitation.

4. Orders commencing composition proceedings, and judgments approving,
rescinding, or annulling a composition, or closing the relevant proceedings; and
judgments approving, rescinding, or annulling a judicial composition.

5. Judgments and decisions imposing interdiction on a trader, appointing curators
or agents for absent persons, removing such curators or agents, or lifting
interdiction.

6. Decisions authorizing a minor to engage in trade through a commercial
establishment, or revoking or restricting such authorization.

7. Judgments imposing a criminal penalty, together with the name of the curator
and the date of the curator’s appointment.

8. Judgments of divorce or separation in person or in respect of property, where
applicable.

9.  Judgments expelling partners or removing managers from office.

10.  Judgments dissolving or liquidating companies, or declaring them null and void,
and decisions appointing or removing liquidators.

An application for registration or for an entry in the Commercial Register shall be
submitted, within the period prescribed by the Executive Regulations of this Law, by
the trader, the managers, the legal representatives of the industrial establishment or
legal person, or the branch manager, as applicable, to the Commercial Register office
within whose jurisdiction the principal office or branch is located.®

The Commercial Register office may require the applicant to submit such documents
as it considers necessary to substantiate the accuracy of the particulars contained in
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the application. The office may reject the application if the conditions stipulated in this
Law and the decisions issued in implementation thereof are not satisfied.

Any decision rejecting an application must state the reasons for rejection and must be
notified to the interested party by registered mail with acknowledgment of receipt
within two months from the date on which the application was submitted.

The interested party may challenge such decision before the Administrative Judiciary
Court within the time limits prescribed for challenging administrative decisions.

Registration in the Commercial Register shall be renewed every five years from the
date of registration or the date of the most recent renewal.

The application shall be submitted by the interested persons referred to in the first
paragraph of Article (8) of this Law during the month preceding the expiry of that
period. Registration shall not be renewed until the prescribed fees have been paid.

An application submitted within the ninety days following the expiry of the period shall
be accepted, provided that double the prescribed fee is paid in such case.®

If no renewal application is submitted, the registration shall be deleted after ninety
days have elapsed from the date on which the registered person was notified by
registered mail with acknowledgment of receipt.

The trader, the person to whom ownership of the commmercial establishment devolves,
or the legal representatives of the legal person, as applicable, shall apply for deletion of
the registration from the Commercial Register in the following cases, in accordance
with the prescribed procedures:

1. Where the trader ceases trading, permanently leaves the country, or dies.

2. Where the liquidation of the legal person is completed or the legal person ceases
its activities.

An application for deletion of registration referred to in the preceding Article must be
submitted within one month from the date of the event necessitating such deletion.

If the interested party fails to submit an application for deletion, the Commercial
Register office shall delete the registration on its own initiative after verifying the
existence of the grounds requiring such deletion.

In such case, the office shall notify the interested party accordingly within the following
ten days by registered mail with acknowledgment of receipt, and shall notify the
competent administrative authorities to take the consequential measures.
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Any person may obtain from the Commercial Register office an extract of a registration
page, a certificate containing certain particulars, or a negative certificate confirming
the absence of registration.

Extracts shall not include the following:

1. Bankruptcy judgments where the declaration of bankruptcy has been set aside
or the person has been rehabilitated.

2. Judgments and decisions imposing interdiction where such interdiction has
been lifted.

A partner may obtain a certified true copy extracted from the company’s
memorandum of association, together with any subsequent agreement amending the
terms of the memorandum, extending the company’s term, dissolving the company,
or placing it into liquidation.

The Ministry of Trade shall publish a special gazette, to be called the Trade Names
Gazette, in which the particulars specified by the Executive Regulations shall be
published.

The Executive Regulations of this Law shall be issued by a decision of the Minister of
Trade and shall include, in particular:

1. The form of the Commercial Register, the Register of Commercial Agents, and
the registers of scientific, technical, and investment service offices, together with
the procedures for registration, entry of amendments, renewal, and deletion.

2. The procedures for applications for registration, entry of amendments, renewal,
and deletion; the applicable deadlines; and the particulars and supporting
documents required.

3. The indexes maintained for the names of traders, companies, public legal
persons, cooperative associations conducting commercial activities, and
establishments registered in the Commercial Register.

4. The procedures for applying for extracts and certificates issued from the
Commercial Register.

5. The role of local administrative units in implementing the provisions of this Law.
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The Minister of Trade shall determine the fees payable for the following transactions,

provided that such fees shall not exceed the amounts specified below.

Transaction

Application for registration of a company with share
capital, or renewal of its registration

Application for registration of an individual trader in the
Commercial Register, or renewal of registration

Application for entry of an amendment in the
Commercial Register in respect of an individual trader

Application for registration of a partnership, or renewal of
its registration

Application for registration of a partnership in which a
foreigner participates, or renewal of its registration

Application for entry of an amendment in the
Commercial Register in respect of a partnership

Application for entry of an amendment in the
Commercial Register in respect of a company with share
capital

Negative certificate
Each page of an extract, or each certificate of particulars

Inspection of the file of a single company for half an hour
or less

Publication of the particulars of an individual trader’s
registration, renewal, or amendment in the Commercial
Register

Publication of the particulars of a company's registration,
renewal, or amendment in the Commercial Register

Milliemes

Pounds

50

20

10

500

Half of the prescribed fee shall be refunded where an application for registration, entry

of an amendment, or renewal is rejected. No fees shall be charged for applications to

delete registrations from the Commercial Register.
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Extracts and certificates requested by government departments, public bodies, local
administrative units, and Chambers of Commerce shall be exempt from fees.

Engaging in trade through a commmercial establishment shall be prohibited unless the
person’'s name is registered in the Commercial Register within whose jurisdiction the
commercial establishment is located.

A person shall acquire the status of a trader from the date of such registration, unless
that status is established by another means.

Without prejudice to any more severe penalty provided for under another law, the
following offences shall be punishable by imprisonment for a period of not less than
three months and not more than two years, and a fine of not less than one hundred
Egyptian pounds and not more than five hundred Egyptian pounds, or either of these
two penalties:

1. Any person who, in bad faith, submits incorrect particulars in connection with an
application for registration, an entry in the Commercial Register, renewal, or
deletion.

The court shall order the correction of such particulars in accordance with the
procedures and within the time limits it determines. The competent Commercial
Register office shall undertake the measures necessary to effect the correction.

2. Any person who displays on the facade of their establishment, or includes in any
correspondence, printed materials, or documents relating to their trade, a trade
name or registration number that does not belong to them, or indicates that they
are registered when they have not obtained registration.

3. Any person entrusted with implementing the provisions of this Law who
discloses confidential information obtained in the course of performing their
duties.

Any other violation of the provisions of this Law or the decisions implementing it shall
be punishable by a fine of not less than ten Egyptian pounds and not exceeding one
hundred Egyptian pounds. The fine shall be doubled in the event of a repeat offence.

In the event of a violation of Article (17), the court shall, in addition to imposing the fine,
order the closure of the establishment.
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The registrars of the Commercial Register offices and persons performing their duties,
as designated by a decision of the Minister of Justice in agreement with the Minister of
Trade, shall have the status of judicial police officers for the purposes of implementing
the provisions of this Law.

Those responsible for implementing the laws relating to taxation, labor, social
insurance, and other matters shall verify, during every inspection or administrative
procedure, that persons subject to this Law are registered in the Commercial Register.
They shall notify the competent Commercial Register office of any violation of the
provisions of this Law.

At the end of each month, civil registry offices shall send the competent Commercial
Register office a statement identifying the traders and general partners who died
during that month.

Traders and companies whose names are recorded in the Commercial Register at the
time this Law enters into force shall apply to amend their registration particulars so
that they comply with the provisions of this Law and its Executive Regulations, within
six months from the date on which the Executive Regulations enter into force.

If more than five years have elapsed since registration or renewal as of the date this
Law enters into force, they shall apply for renewal of registration within the
aforementioned period.

Foreigners, and branches and offices of establishments and companies referred to in
Article (4), whose names are recorded in the Commercial Register at the time this Law
enters into force, may continue to conduct their commercial activities, provided that
they are registered in respect of the same type of trade.

Law No. 219 of 1953 concerning the Commercial Register is hereby repealed.

Until the Executive Regulations are issued, the decisions issued in implementation of
the repealed Law shall remain in force to the extent that they do not conflict with the
provisions of this Law.
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This Law shall be published in the Official Gazette and shall enter into force three
months after the date of its publication.

This Law shall bear the Seal of the State and shall be enforced as one of its laws.

Issued at the Presidency of the Republic on 1 Jumada al-Awwal 1396 AH (1 May
1976).

m

)

(3)

(4)

(5)

A new item, numbered (4), was added to Article (4), pursuant to Law No. 98 of 1996,
published in the Official Gazette, Issue No. 25 bis (B), dated 30 June 1996.

The text of Article (3) was replaced pursuant to Law No. 75 of 2017, published in the Official
Gazette, Issue No. 24 (Supplement), dated 15 June 2017.

The text of Article (3) was replaced pursuant to Law No. 198 of 2020, published in the
Official Gazette, Issue No. 39 bis (G), dated 30 September 2020.

The first paragraph of Article (8) was replaced pursuant to Law No. 198 of 2020, published
in the Official Gazette, Issue No. 39 bis (G), dated 30 September 2020.

The first paragraph of Article (9) was replaced pursuant to Law No. 198 of 2020, published
in the Official Gazette, Issue No. 39 bis (G), dated 30 September 2020.

www.sagaanlawfirm.com 18


https://www.saqaanlawfirm.com/

SAQAAN & PARTNERS

Advocates & Legal Consultants

Sagaan & Partners is a law firm established and registered under No. 211 with the
Egyptian Bar Association


https://www.saqaanlawfirm.com/

